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- THE MONTH. 


Tax declaration of, opinion, on the part of the Pope, against the illegal and 
outrageous course of conduct which has so long been pursued by the Irish National 
party, has led to avery considerable amount of criticism and discussion. The 
Freeman’s Journal, the most influential organ of the Irish Catholic party, declares 
that the circular has been based on misapprehension. This seems to be rather o 
peculiar comment on the dogma of Papal infallibility which is now an article of faith 
in the Church of Rome. There is, of course, the loophole of escape that the 
circular was not a dictam of the Pope ez cathedrd, but was issued by the authority 
of one of the congregations. The Monitewr de Rome, an organ of the Vatican, 
seems anxious to explain away the plain meaning of the document, for it says, in 
reference to Mr. Mayne’s remarks, that “the instructions of the propaganda were 
sent to the episcopate and clergy, and have not the character attributed to them. 
Rome never claimed to impose any politics on Ireland. She has always recognized 
the-right of the Irish to seek redress for their grievances by pacific and legal means 
What she censures is the use of violence and revolutionary proceedings.” It seems 
likely enough, however, that the circular will have considerable effect in weakening 
the sympathy which Roman Catholics out of Ireland may have felt for the 


It is « little compensation for the count-out, when the English Sunday Closing 
Bill was before the House, that the second reading of the Bill for the county of 
Durham was éarried by an overwhelming majority. The amendment opposing it on 
the ground that it was of the nature of piecemeal legislation, does not seem to us 
to have much force of argument in its favour. The principle of local legislation 
has been abundantly admitted, and, indeed, it would not be possible to administer 
the affairs of a country like ours without it. Why one place should be deprived of a 
benefit because others are not ready for it, does not seem very obvious to the eye of 
reason. Let the experiment-of Sunday closing be tried by all means where the 
people want it, and the results that ensue will be of far more value than any 
amount of hypothetical arguments. The real reason of the opposition is simply 
because it is foreseen that the measure is sure to work well. Public-house proprietors 
may profess to talk in the interests of a broad and comprehensive legislation, but 
the real interests which inspire their eloquence are much more private and personal. 


The episode in the House of Commons, in which Mr. O’Kelly made a parade 
of his gentlemanly honour as evinced by his desire to meet Mr. M‘Coan on the 


field of mortal combat, ridiculous as it was, may yet serve to show how far we have 
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travelled along the road pointed out to us both by Christian principle and common 

sense in regard to the settlement of differences between perspns in good society. 

The very idea of a challenge is so antiquated as to be actually Indicrous. It seem< 

hard to understand how such an absurd and ruffianly mode of procedure could ever 

have been tolerated in a civilized country, We have many evils to complain of, 
bat, fortunately, valuable lives are no longer at the mercy of the bully. The 
principles of the Gospel of Christ, quietly permeating society, have the effect of - 
| removing social crimes which once seemed too deeply rooted to be touched. 


The news from South Africa continues to. be disquieting. Apart from its 
political aspects, it is a matter of very great regret to all who have the missionary 
cause in that region at heart to learn of the critical state of affairs throughout 
that quarter. The attention of the Christian world has been drawn very strongly 
to Africa in recent times. The dark continent, whose sable children had suffered 
so much from European nations, seemed to open out a most wonderful and 
promising field for missionary labour. It was hoped that the old story would not 
be repeated here, that the advent of the white man was the signal for the 
_destraction of the aboriginal coloured races. It would be a source of anspeakable 
regret if these hopes were blasted by fresh outbreaks, outrages, and bloodshed ; and 
we trust a way will soon be found of restoring peace, contentment, and prosperity 
to the whole of the territory which is at present affected by these unfortunate dis- 


New forms of philanthropic or Christian labour are often the work of a single 
individual in their beginning. A little fertility of resource, combined with an 
f earnest purpose which does not grudge some sacrifice, is necessary to set these agoing. 

_ Some, from their nature, remain individual efforts in the main, while others develop ‘ 
into an organized association. A little enterprise of this kind has come under : 
our notice, carried on by Miss Skinner, of Bath. It is called the “ Friendly Letter 
Mission.” A number of letters have been put in print, intended for various classes 
of recipients, to whom a copy may be given or sent. Miss Skinner began her work 
by visiting public-houses; and she has had much encouragement in her labours. 


The disaster which has taken place at Sunderland is of a peculiarly afflictive | 
nature, when we take into account how easily it might have been prevented, and the-— 
immense sacrifice of life which haS resulted from the unfortunate condition of things 7 
at the moment that it happened. Misfortunes befalling children of such tender 
years naturally move the heart to pity, and this is evqked the more from the a ii 
contrast of the sudden tragedy to the mirth and gaiety of the occasion which had 
brought them together. It is easy to see how several circumstances, each trifling in 
itself, conspired to bring about the awful catastrophe. Zhe original fault was in 
having the door placed on the landing; then the children should have had more 
oversight exercised over them ; and, above all, the partial closing of the door was 
reprehensible in the highest degree, whoever was at the bottom of that senseless and 
mischievous device. Christianity has tended to increase the natural fondness for she 
little ones which is one of the deepest and best feelings of the human heart, and on an 
occasion 80 shaded with melancholy as this is, it is well to think of that tender Friend 
who has left on record His own affection for these little buds and flowerets of the 
human race. We trust in many an afflicted home the consolation is felt in their sad 
posal pe ement derived from His most cheering words, “‘ of such is the kingdom 
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The Bill which has been introduced into the Hotse of Lords for the betier 
protection of young girls, calls attention to one of the most frightful evils which eat 
into the life of modern society. The shameless and heartless traffic in vice which 
underlies the smooth surface of conventional manners, cannot be thought of without 
horror and indignation. - How to grapple with the problem of the social evil is a 
question which has exercised many of the noblest minds and hearts, and its difficulties 
are such as well-nigh to drive them to despair. Meanwhile it is something done to 
throw the protection of the law round those who are too ignorant and weak 
to protect themselves. Doubtless such a law will, in many instances, be evaded, but 
we trust it will not be without effect in keeping some of the poor and innocent from 
the claws of those fiends in human shape who are always prowling about for their 
captare and destruction. Perhaps nothing shows so clearly how far true godliness 
lags behind the outward and plausible profession of religion than the extent to 
which the “great sin of great cities” still prevails amongst us. The public 
conscience is far too dead on this dark question, and there seems to be a kind of 
widespread idea that if the material evils could be removed, the moral question 
would be of no great importance. That plan, however, will never succeed, and it 
is caly by the purification of the pablic life thet the physical mischiels flowing from 


his strictures on the historical character of the Pentateuch. The controversy, in so 
far as he was concerned, has become obsolete. His work called forth ‘some 
rejoinders which pointed out pretty clearly that many of his statements were made 
on very insufficient data, and flowed from partial knowledge of the subject. The 


general question, however, of the application of the method of historical criticism 


to the Sacred Scriptures still continues to be one of the most interesting and 
important questions of the day. The general tendency of opinion is in favour, of 


distinguishing literary questions connected with the Bible from questions of a higher 
character having reference not only to its doctrinal contents, but also to the matter 


of its history as supernatarally directed by a gracious God and recorded under the 

LITERARY. ; 

‘Tuzae are many tokens, at the present day, of a revived interest in Hebrew stadies, 


In regent works illustrative of Scripture, allusion is frequently made to Talmudical 
traditions and explanations, not perhaps very valuable in themselves, yet helping to 


shed a little fresh light on points connected with the views and usages of the 


chosen people. The revised version of the Old Testament, when it is published, 


will doubtless greatly stimulate the minds of devout schclars iu their study of the 


original. A special version of the Psalms has megnwhile appeared from the hands 
of a translator who takes the assumed name of Ben-Tehillim (Andrew Elliot, 


Edinburgh), and which is intended more particularly to serve the purpose of 


chanting in public worship. ~The Hebrew has been rendered into English blank 


verse, 80 as to supply the element of rhythm, which is appropriate to a musical 
accompaniment. The lines are arranged in exact correspondence with the metrical 


divisions of the original, and even the order of the Hebrew words is maintained as _— 


far as possible. Whether it may come to be adopted in public worship or not, we 
consider the book a very interesting one to those who are able to use the Psalter in 


the original, and it seems to us to convey to general readers very happily an idea of 
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the peculiar characteristics of Hebrew poetry. The author writes very modestly 
about his own performance, bat we trust it will not lack a cordial welcome. _ 


Church government is » matter of which it is possible to make either too much 
or too litttle. Some excellent men have looked on questions of this nature as not 
only useless, but positively mischievous in their tendency, because they draw away 
the minds of Christians from more important subjects and introduce controversies 
that may foster bitterness and alienation of spirit. Objections of this kind, however, 
are evidently not conclusive. It has been through controversy that error has been 
detected and ‘truth decisively established in all branches of knowledge. The 


~ development of Christian doctrine has been marked at every stage by controversies, 


‘some of which have been very long and stern, but have left salutary fruits behind 


them. If church organization be less important than doctrine, which confessedly it 


is, it is yet of sufficient importance to demand careful and candid study. In the 
field of political and civil history it is acknowledged that the form of government 
materially affects the well-being of a people; and, thongh the analogy is not quite 
exact, it is certain that the efficiency of a church is influenced in some degree by its 
order and constitution. In the Series of Handbooks for Bible Classes (T. & T. 
Clark) we find one entitled “ Presbyterianism, by the Rev. John Macpherson, 
u.A.,”"" which is clearly written and puts the case on that side of the question in a 
temperate and judicious manner. It is well adapted for the purpose for which it is 
intended, and may be read with profit and pleasure even by such as do not agree 
with the views which the author sets himself to expound. — : 


; 
The Revised Version of the New Testament has not escaped some vigorous attacks, 
while on the whole it has been received with very general commendation. There were 


two distinct things the Committee took on themselves to do, closely connected with | 


each other, but yet of a different nature: one was to settle the Greek text by means 
of all the appliances of modern criticism, and the other to render that revised text ds 
accurately as possible into English. In the strictures which have been passed on 
their performance fault has been mainly found with what they have done as trans- 
lators ; but they have not escaped animadversion in what they have done as critics: In 
one point of view, this part of their undertaking was really the more serious one. 
A loose translation can be more easily dealt with than a mistake in regard to the 
words that have been left us by inspiration. A book has just appeared, entitled 
“ Eudokia: the Angel’s Song” (Elliot Stock), which. characterises the Revised 
Version as a retrogression from the Authorized Version, inasmuch as it approaches 
more nearly the readings of Roman Catholic versions of the Scriptures. Various 
passages are selected and dealt with to establish this position, especially the Song 
of the Angels as given in Luke, in which the word eudokia occurs, The author 
seems to us to argue a good deal on the principle that theological doctrines ought to 
have paramount weight in settling disputed readings. This principle would be a 
very unsafe one to act on. Our duty is first to find out what the Scriptures actually 
say in so many words, and then to find out the true meaning of those words. The 
work of the critic precedes in point of time the work_of the theologian, and supplies 
the material with which the latter has to deal in building up the fair edifice of 
heavenly trath. We have not the remotest fear that Romanism will ever find in 
the Scriptures any element of strength for the dissemination of its peculiar views. 
The object of the Papal Church has always been to keep the Scriptures out of the 
hands of the people. The Protestant Churches, on the contrary, have striven to 
circulate the Bible, because they know the better it is read and understood the 


a 
? 


stronger becomes their own position. But, to sccomplish this purpose, the principle 
must be distinctly understood and fearlessly acted on, that the very words as they 
were originally written, in so far as this can be ascertained by unbiassed criticism, 

are given to the world. It would be a sad thing for us if the Romanists could show 
any colourable ground for asserting that we had moulded the reading of dubious 
passages so as to give them what we thought to be a more decided Protestant 


meaning. 


The religious literature of the present day moves, perhaps, more than ever 
before round the life of Christ as its centre. Both theologians of the highest rank 
and popular writers for the Christian public find in this subject their most welcome 
theme. We should not be sorry to see a little more of doctrinal exposition in books 
intended for general reading. We are afraid that some of the good old books in 
which oar pious forefathers delighted would find little favour now even in the circle 
of Christian homes; buat they did much good in their time, and books like them 
would do good again. Still we are glad to believe that those which have taken 
their place are accomplishing a similar work. A little volume, entitled “ From 
Cana to Bethawy, by the Rev. Frederick Whitfield,” contains a few chapters on 
incidents in our Saviour’s life, as reprinted from the author's previous works 
which have been found useful, as we trust this selection will also be. 


It has been often asserted that the denunciation of the opium traffic with 


China was founded on the grossest misrepresentations of the effects produced by the _ 


use of that narcotic, and that, in point of fact, it did not do the mischief which was 
charged against it. It would be well, under these circumstances, to know what the 
Chinese themselves have to say about the matter. Some materials in this line have 
been furnished by the reproduction of some Chinese pictures, intended to portray 
the career of a victim of the drug, under the title of “ The Chinese Opiam Smoker” 


(Partridge and Co.). These pictures “were originally published in the form of 


cartoons by the Chinese themselves. For years past they have been posted up in 
wayside tea-houses, and on the walls of public places, and circulated far and wide 
amongst the Chinege people, at the expense of native gentlemen who have been 
alarmed at the spread of opium-smoking. These cartoons are issued to the British 
public with a translation of the accompanying text, because they give the best 
possible key to the Chinese estimate of the evil of opium-smoking, and it is by the 
Chinese estimate alone that the evil can be fairly gauged.” The pictures are 
printed in bright colours, and are quaint and curious, not altogether. correct in 
drawing, but with a great deal of expression. We trust they will serve to quick%n 
still more the conscience of this country on that question of the opium trade which 
has been too long a stigma on our public Eastern policy. 


ONLY A SOJOURNER. 


Wury do men grow tired of life? Why should it become a burden which they are 
eager to throw off? Does it not seem an unnatural thing that we should desire to 
cease to be? Is not our life our all; and when we give up our breath, do we not 
part at once with all we possess and with all for which we hope? Life grows bitter 
to some by reason of sore afflictions. This it was that made Job to cry out, 
“I loathe it, I would not live alway ;” and to ask, “Wherefore is light given to 
him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul ; which long for death, but it 
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cometh not, and dig for it more than for hid treasures ; which rejoice exceedingly 
and are glad when they can find the grave?” Even irrespective of speciql troubles, 
however, the power of life to please seems to become exhausted. The freshness of 
all delights gradually wears away, till nothing is left us but weariness and satiety. 
We have had our fill of the feast, such as it has been to us, and do not care to sit 
any longer at the table which has nothing on it we can relish. We enjoyed it once 
perhaps, but can enjoy it no longer, and feel ourselves out of place where others are 
eagerly seizing on the viands that pall on our sickened appetite. We have come to 
the end of oar brief snatch of pleasure, and find it vanity and vexation of spirit, We 
are out of tune for the songs and mirth, and would fain rise and go away. 

Man, it has been said, has an instinct for immortality, but it is not an immor- 
tality of earthly life. There seems to be a strange conviction seated deep in the 
heart of man that it would be a most frightful calamity if he were compelled to abide 
on earth for ever. The heathen world has recognized this trath in those tales andw 
legends of a fabled deathlessness which only proved a heritage of sorrow to the 
uafurtunate possessor, and which he ¥as only too glad to barter away if the chance 
of doing so were afforded him. In the Christian legend of the Wandering Jew the 
same feeling again appears. The carse supposed to rest on that guilty and miserable 
man denies him the comfort of the grave and compels him to foot the world in 
weariness, looking with eager, longing eye on the tombs prepared for successive 
gmerations who are allowed to go to sleep after their short and exciting day of life, 
while he, in his unspeakable wretchedness, is forbidden to make his bed below the 
ground till the great Master comes again to release him from his doom. This 
world is not made to be man’s eternal home. It is well enough to live in for a while, 
and that is’ all. Even as it is. men sometimes feel they live too long. The old © 
man feels happy whea he forgets himself, and; sitting in the warm sunshine, lives 
over again the days of his bright and glowing youth, when he rambled throagh the 
woods, a light-hearted boy, or brought home his bride, a proud and joyful man ; 
bat he shivers as the cold of age again chills his shrivelled limbs, and the dream 
_ has vanished and left him the sad consciousness that he has outlived all who had 
grown up with him and understood him. It is a changed world around him, 
in the movements and interests of which he has no part; and all, all are gone 
—the old familiar faces, and the old familiar cares; and why should he linger any 
longer ? | 
The Gospel alone can meet and satisfy our instinct for immortality. It 
overcomes that strange contradiction by which men loathe to live and yet are afraid 
to die. Even the present life is sweetened and ennobled by recognizing it as the 
season of preparation for a better life to follow. The mad eagerness of men to seize 
and drain the cup of earthly pleasure is subdued, and the miseries of satiety and 
remorse are thus prevented. Such gladness as may be experienced here comes in 
- the train of that purity and self-control which are wrought in us by the Spirit’s 
power. That worm of sin which lies at the root of all our joys finds here its 
antidote. An element of heaven is bestowed to sanctify and enrich the life of earth. 
The peace of God rests on the heart in deep and quiet benediction. The love of 
Jesus fills the soul with a warm and grateful atmosphere of holy joy. All the dark 
clouds of sorrow that may lower around our path are charged with beams of glory, 
lit up as they are with hope from the radiafiee that shines on them from the bright 
battlements of the eternal city. Thus are the days of our sojourning cheered and 
gladdened, so that they are no longer grievous and disappointing ; for we know that 
when these days of sojourning are ended we shall enter in and abide in the continu- 
ing city whose walls are salvation, and whose gates are praise. 
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During her probation, the outer casket of the Church may be tarnished by diversity, 
. but within lies the jewel of her “spiritual unity ” in undimmed lustre, destined to shine 


forth im resplendent beauty, when the Bride is “ ready " for the marriage of the Lamb! 


E. F. 


“ Yea, all are one! 
One ehurch, one faith, one love, one hope, one joy, 
Ove Bridegroom, and one holy Bride : 
This unity divine can none destroy. . 
One vast ! 
ot by Thine bend. 
One household, and one brotherhood, | 
Knit all together by love's perfect bead. 
Bo be it, Lord! 
Even here on earth, where all things broken lie. 
So shall it be in love's own day, 
In love's own kingdom everiastingly.” 
9 


¢ 
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HOW LONG, O LORD? 


‘ MISSIONARY WORK AMONG THE ALBANIANS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF “EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM.” 
Dear Srn,—In the course of last year you kindly inserted two communications from 
me in reference to the religious condition of the Albanians, and the desirableness of engaging 


ant School opened at Janina, on the southern border, may yet prove a door of entrance ; and 


publish in Albanian portions of the Old Testament, nor yet, I fear, 


but he seems intent on studying two years at least 

thought that if he is to do so, a knowledge of medicine would be invaluable in opening a 

door for him among his independent and brave, but bigoted and 
South 


in the north, where our e“forts are chiefly needed. 
**T am not without encouragement in regard to 
colporteur who speaks Albanian. Mr. Kyrias started on a tour into Central Albania just 
before [ came here, but whether he has been permitted to proceed on it I have mot yet 
semain, yours truly, T. W Secretary, 
7, Adam Street, Strand, w.c. Turkish Missions’ Aid Society. 


| 
_ How long, O Lord? 
in The baleful crescent gleams on Omar’s dome, 
Judah's vine-terraced hills are stony steeps, 
Cain-branded Israel finds no restful home, 
w realms are pressed with blackest night, 
no 
by 
Rome keeps her state her ancient stream, 
And abject crowds the priest-made Christ adore ; 
; Dark blinding shut out sweet Heaven's fair beam 
Even trath ted churches feel the sorceress’ . 
No truth, she but such to reason clear. 
Mam is the and onde ot death 
No God but nature's law, no life but here. 
Foul spirits rule the Gold the soul. 
dacks bor couch. Rage dams the kl, 
Guilt prospers, and the good draw life. 
The Charch cold, her spousal love decays, 
i 
Only faithtal tow and weep. 
| How long, O Lord? 
: Thou Orucified, thy promised kingdom claim. 
eaven & 8 i i ° 
Barth's very stones shall eine, 
Death flee apace, and there be no more night. 
in missionary work among : _ much valuable information, 
received from the Rev. Dr. Thomson, of Constantinople. Since then, I have repeatedly 
endeavoured in oral addresses to awaken interest in the subject, but without any definite 
result. The two American Boards whose field of operation lies nearest Albania, declare 
their inability in present circumstances to undertake mission work there. Bat the Protest- 
the Thomson, written from Broussa, shows | 
that something is being done towards the evangelization of a most interesting people :— 
“We are all in our power for the Albanians, but-Government will not let us 
let us reprint our S 
Primers, which are now R am however, that we have still the New 
Testament, and parts of it, that will last for some time. We have now an Albanian 
2 grammar; and, better still, we have engaged the Rev. Mr. Kyrias, the Albanian preacher from 
Monastir, formerly of the American Board. a 
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ou Wednesdays, at 4 p.m, there is a union 


open to 


which is presided over (D.V 


there, for it did him good. Quiet meetings in | by Pastor Th. Monod as director. 


adjecent places, in rooms and in the open air, 


of 
-le-fi 
and 


the Christian public daily from 10 to 5 
, and souls are hopefully | at Dieu 


who | The Parlour of the Dept Central is 


meetings 
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of the kind were held, he would certainly be | prayer-meeting, 


no; such selfishness would be pease 1” 

quiet, solemn, effective, have followed ; and | Church 
people are startled 

saved. These men are some of those recently 


was present, declared afterwards that it was 


good, that he felt it; and that if other 


“How can I possess such 


of his conversion and ge: 


hour and a half, while the 
applause burst forth. 
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| official 
Central 
that of 
Tract 
Pops- 
sheets, 
pptures 
gn Bible 
and the 
mi de la 
| priginated 
wiey, of 
350,800 
| are now 
pporting. 
our lay delegates; to these were 


added four other pastors 

Mr. Cornforth was President, 
Vice-President, and M. 
Rejoicing over bright end 
reviving grece in many 

markable feature of the 
no exclusions, no 
oecurred in the pastoral 
brethren were ordained to 

Deval and M. Bertrand; twenty-one pastors 
(several of the Reformed Church of France) 
took part in the laying-on of hands. 

Im Strasberg the French and Alencian- 
Franco element is diminishing year by year, 
and yet stoutly continues the various spiritual 
and charitable works for which the city had 
been for ages remarkable: Friends of the 
Sick Poor, chiefly worked by the Young 
Men’s Christian Association ; the Avangelical 
Asylum for Idiot Childrm; the Institution 
for placing and bringing up necessitous child- 
ren in Christian families; the venerable 


Society for relieving the discreet poor ( paurres 
hontewx) (it beld its centenary in 1880); the 
Society for educating in the country children 
ill-eurrounded or forsaken; the Home for 
Young Worlmen passing through ; the Zvan- 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 

Berlin, June 14, 1883. 
Everrsopy is now preparing bere for the 
summer holidays. The German Parliament 
separated a few days ago. This time the 
resolution proposed by Mr. Lingens at every 
Badget, but hitherto rejected, that a greater 
limitation of the postal 
introduced on Sundays, was at last passed 
by @ considerable majority. Only the Prus- 


relations to the Church of Rome. Both | 


parties seem now to be desirons of peace ; 


service should be 


ties observed a 
great reserve at the first reading of the Bill, 
which was thereupon referred to a committee 


of twenty-one members. 


The way in which the 400th anniversary 
of Luther's birth is to be celebrated, has now 
‘been seitled for Prussia by an order of the 


parties in the House of Depu 


10th, in the morning, there will be a school 


of man, bat give 
gratitude towards Almighty God for the 
great benefits He has granted to Germany by 
means of the Reformation... 

The City Synod of Berlin bas again voted 
the Church taxes for the next year. There 
is always much strife in that Synod, yet since 
two years ago, for the first time, all parties 


joined for practical work, @ progress is - 


visible each time. This year the Synod 
expressed its readiness to give financial 
assistance towards the division of our hage 
parishes. The Synod only wishes to have a 
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gelical Society, with its several branches—eale 4 
of religious books, colportage, circulating 
library, reading-room, ete. ; Orphanage; and 
the very remarkable Deaconssses’ [natitution, 
with its home-like comforts for the sick and 
, infirm, its facilities in admitting the doctors 
of those patients who are in private rooms ) 
(the charge of the physician im that case is | 
defrayed by the patient), its admirable school | 
for girls, called“ Le bon Pastear,” its erbche 
for imfants, and home visitation. Last week 
the anniversary was held in the Temple Neaf, 
and the report read by Pastor Haas; 169 
deaconesses are at work, happy, free, joyously 
devoting themselves year by year (no engage- 
ment is taken fora longer period) to every 
kind of woman's work ; thirty of them are 
from Neuchatel, in Switzerland. They go 
to various places. The new hospital in Mul- | 
house is nursed by them, and private smaller 
imatitutions and echools in other places, such 
as Montbelliard, in France, Audincourt, ete. 
The city itself is being enlarged, improved, 
palaces built, and the growing walls of a 
spacious university, with its observatory, show 
| of renown. | 
| 
| 
| Emperor. On the evening of November 9th | 
| all the church bells are to be rung; on the 
| 
sian Chambers, on the eve of separating for | festival in the evening, liturgical or other 
the summer, were obliged to continue their | preparatory services. Oa the Sunday, 11th, | 
sessions on account of a new Bill on the/ the celebration will take place by divine - 
service, Luther's Hymn isto be sung. The 
Emperor especially expresses the wish that 
still, each party wishes to see the otber | the sermon sbould not seek the glorification 
one taking the first step, in order to be 
sure that there is real reciprocity. As the 
negotiations of Mr. von Schlizer, Prussian 
Minister at Rome, with the Holy See do not 
seem to have removed this difficulty, the | 
Government is willing to take another step | 
in advance, and then to see how far the | 
Pope responds to it. The new Bill allows | 
the mass to be read and the sacraments to | (IMI | 
be administered in the parishes where there 
is no regularly recognized priest by itinerant 
chaplains, and exempts these functions from 
the clause of the May Laws. The different 
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Presbyterian Church. 


my com feeling of the holiness 
of religion has been lost. In this matter, 
no reformation within the Romish Chareh, 


William Brown, pD.p., of Virginia, Thomas K. 
Hoyt, p.p., of Tennessee, and Hon. Patrick 
Joyce, of Kentucky. Dr. Brown, who re- 
presents the older section in the Church, 
which bad hitherto been jealous of fraternal 
relations, made a long speech devoted to 
showing how cordially the Southern Church 
entered into this fraternal relation, although 
the reasons were very cogen no 
organic union shonld be considered. The 
Southern Church has grown (he con- 
tinued) from 10 synods to 14, from 47 
presbyteries to 67, from 700 ministers to 
1,000, from 1,000 churches to 2,010, from 
75,000 communicants to 124,000. It 


to the t of religion in any form. It 
may then be too late to do the work which 
God calls us to finish now without delay 

be up and doing ‘ while it is day, 
before the night cometh in which no man can 
work.’ Great, in truth, is the need of those 
_who ask our help, and great indeed is our 
opportunity. While we have that oppor- 


of action in which the Northern and Southern 
Churches may find it practicable to unite : 
1, the religious instruction of the negroes ; 
2, foreign missions; 3, Austin College, 
Texas; 4, Danville Theological Seminary. 
He closed by expressing the hope that the 
two bodies would co-operate im these and 
other good works. The Hon. P. Joyce spoke 
in the same cordial vein. 


“a fail to carry weight with every thoughtful 
el mind. It is thie, The field within which 
| this work of reform is being carried on— 
| more especially as regards the rural districts 
of Spain and Portugal—has not as yet been 
; § preoccupied, to any large extent, by secular- 
ism and infidelity. The very backwardness 
1 | of these countries has kept them free irom 
that tide of unbelief which follows too sft sm 
, | unbelief and indifference im the track of modern civilization. As Dr. 
| Neale truly says, ‘The pesaniry of Spain 
the Holy Supper by drunken or by godless | have all the seeds of faith yet in their hearts.’ 
. people is dreadful enough, bat it is still Yet a little while [his Lordship adds}, and 
worse to see how amongst the common people, | this may be no longer eo. It may be, ere 
the very people who still go regularly to mass | long, with Spain as it is now with France. 
and confession—for such, without doubt, were | By-and-bye, many a heart now soft may be 
hardened into indifference, and many « con- 
which has rejected God's Word, can avail.” 
The claims of Spain upon evangelical 
Christendom are just now specially urgent. 
ti The Spanish peasantry, it is said, are very 
| largely alienated from Romish inflaence and 
teaching. The Bishop of Meath bears some 
; testimony to thi¢ fect, and says concerning 
| it: “ There is one other element of urgency | tunity, let as resolve, God helping us, to 
P| in this present ‘opportanity’ which cannot | supply that need.” 
AMERICA. 
Tux General Assembly of the “Northern | He then raised the question which, he said, 
Presbyterian’ Church met in Saratoga, and | would occur to them all: “If there be reason 
organized by the election, as Moderator, of | for fraternal intercourse, why not extend it 
Dr. E. F. Hatfield, who has served as Stated | farther, and embrace North and South in one 
Clerk for over twenty years. The sermon | ecclesiastical body, as in the days of old?” 
was by Dr. Herrick Johnson, Moderator last | Dr. Brown was followed by Dr. Hoyt and 
year, and was chiefly on the subject of the | Hon. P. Joyce, who showed by their different ss 
dearth of candidates for the ministry. | tone that there was a large portion of the 
The first business of importance “was the | Southern Church which was less tenacious 
reception of the delegates from the Southern | of old memories and less suspicious than Dr. 
The d tes were | Brown. Dr. Hoyt mentioned several spheres 
. Tae Bible Convention of the Baptists at 
Saratoga has excited great interest in the 
United States. One report of its meetings 
closes thus: “And so the great Bible 
Convention of the Baptist brethren came to 
; an end. By its decision the Bible work of 
covers 15 states, 1,500 miles from north to | the denomination in the foreign field passes 
south and 1,000 miles from east to west.! into the charge of the American Baptist © 
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Arethusa 
Boys’ Country | should receive similar blessing, and 
Girls’ Homes at | should bear witness to Christ and 
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ristian sympathy. | to be drawn upon in urgent cases. ‘ 
were received BIBLE AND COLPORTAGE SOCIETY OF 
the ships, the IRELAND. 
country homes, or to Canada. For many| The sanual meeting of this society was 
years the Committee had been in the habit | lately held in Dublin, the chair being taken a 
of sending some boys to Canada, and last year | by Major Warren. The attendance was large, 
thirty-one who were sent out were promptly | and ve of the different religious 
engaged. denominations. The speakers were also con- ‘ 
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. nected with various churches. | 
The annual breakfast meeting was beld at | The report read by the Rev. John Elliott a 
Exeter (Lower) Hall, Lord Radstock pre- | (Secretary) was very encouraging. Only in i. 
siding. In the course of his addrees the | the year 1875 had the sales reached so large Lt 
Chairman spoke of the spiritual character of | asum, £8,873 19s. 3d. having been received 1 


to the Lord Jesus Christ, they must be |daced. It is very pleasant to real 
faithful to the Bible as of and life at a time when 
life. It was the only power by which | dark aod dismal scenes have been 
humanity could be lifted to God. They | Ireland. For that country the only remedy 


must be victors over themselves, and 
the white flower of a blameless life. 
Master was calling them to engage in to the 

service, and to go forth where ignorance cried | The report tells us that good, intelligent, 
for enlightenment, where sorrow cried for | Christian men, approved of by the 
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Barman Cassin, u.a., Rector of St. George's, | solace, where hearts too ignorant sometimes 
South werk. | give to thelr longings astioulete 
THE NATIONAL REFOGES FOR HOMELEss anD cried for the unknown God. The Rev. Thomas | 
DESTITUTE CHILDREN. | Richardson spoke of the time when he firs 
Exeter Hall was filled to overflowing on came to London, thirty-one years ago, aud 
the occasion of the annual meeting of this was introduced to the late Mr. George Moore, 
well-known sociéty. On the platform were | and afterwards became a member of the 
seated upwards of 600 from the London | Association, through which he had received 
Home, Twickenham, the 
chester Training Ships, 
Homes at Brisley, and 
prayer, the Earl of er in times of 
for adm 
year there were as many as thirty-three | means at their dispowl, were to send « 
waiting to tell their little mournful stories, | thank-offering to the Secretary of the Young 
, and as the year advanced it brought to light | Men's Christian Association, Exeter Hall, 
cases of destitution quite as pitiable as any | Strand, so that a Sick Fund could be formed; 
the work of the Association, and the necessity | at the depdts for Bibles, books, and periodicals 
of the workers being separated to God, and | during the past year. Besides the sales, there 
faithfully serving Him. ‘The Rev. J. 8. | has been a large gratuitous circulation of 
Pawlyn said the great need of the young men | tracts and periodicals. The journals of the 
of London was perfect consecration to the | colporteurs give the most cheering records of 
service of God, If they wished — and blessed, saving effects pro- 
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weaken the force of appeals for sympathy and 
help om bebalf of that unhappy land. That 
feeling, if it had not interfered with the 
action of the old and tried friends of the 
society, bad seriously prevented the increase 


ever, some reasons for encouragement 


The Committee began the year with a 


3,728—an increase over the previous 
636 Bibles and 1,263 Testaments. 


} Committee have also iseued 6,7 


8. 


i= 


balance in the Treasurer's hands of |i 


£312 13s. 7d., the receipts from all sources, 
including £131 17s. 4d. from dividends, 


hands of the Teansuuee of £253 128 4d. 
The total issue of Bibles and Testaments was 


as follows—viz.: Bibles, 8,515 ; Testaments, 


~ 


) are ready to go into the field as soon a py 
called on. 
The annual meeting of this society was | of the New Testament, 
held at Union Chapel, Islington; the Rev. | grants. The total number 
Dr. Allon presidi wae—Bibles, 5,634; T 
The free grants during the 
2,300 Bibles to Her Majesty's 
| for which the Admiralty gave 
price as a donation, amounted 
Bibles and 1,525 Testaments. 
CHILDREN’S SPECIAL SERVICE MISSION. 
The annual meeting of this mission was 
held in Exeter Hall (Lower), and proved 
exceedingly interesting. Mr. T. D. Rickards 
having given a concise account of the 
origin and progress of the work, the 
Rev. George Everard, ma, Vicar of St. 
ee be presented | Mark's, Wolverhampton, who presided, ex- 
efforts for the evangeliza-| pressed his real and deep interest in the 
had | work of the mission. At Whiteuntide he 
moet thoughtful and devout such a feeling of | workers that, however excellent the orgaa- 
revulsion as could not but most seriously | ization, all was of no avail without the power 
of the Spirit of God. It was, then, important 
to consider what means the Holy Spirit 
HEE be likely to use and bless abundantly. 
means were, he thought, the plain 
eee of the Word of God, 
and humiliating doctrine of repentance : 
gratitude in the diminution of the debt to the kindness and tenderness of His 
rather Jess than £1,000, through the receipt | rd care. While seeking to bring the 
of several legacies, and in the arrangement by to decision for Christ, great care 
which the working expenses of the society | should be taken to avoid anything like 
would be reduced. hothouse forcing. 
NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE SOCIETY. The Hon. W. Talbot Rice, undergraduate 
The 103rd annual meeting of this society | at Oxford, spoke of the importance of direct 
was held at 32, Sackville Street ; Admiral Sir | spiritual effort among the boys in our public 
W. King Hall, x.c.p., in the chair. The | schools. Too frequently, he said, morality 
Rev. H. M‘Sorley, n.y., having opened the | was enforced, but the necessity for personal! 
meeting with prayer, the report and balance- | salvation overlooked. 
sheet were read by Admiral Fishbourne. THE CHINA INLAND MISSION. 
This mission held its anniversary meetings 
the Conference Hall, Mildmay. It was 
. xpected that Lord Shaftesbury have 
i but important and i 
rom ; in the House of Lords prevented attend- 
the sale of Bibles and Testaments at reduced | ance. In his regretted absence, Mr. “Robert 
| prices, amounting to £1,150 7s. 5d. The | Scott took the chair. 
Committee had expended in the purchase of | At the commencement of the proceedings 
Bibles, Testaments, and portions of the New | Mr. Hudson Taylor expressed much solicitude 
Testament, Psalms, ete, including the ex-| that those present should not only feel 
pense of carriage, etc., £860 13s. 11d. | interested, but receive a personal blessing. 
The working expenditure amounted to | A hymn wassung, and the Rev. J. Wilkinson 
: prayed that God’s richest blessing might rest 
Christians all over the land might take a 
| practical interest in its work. 
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suited to their requirements and more in in want of £100 to carry on work in the 
barmony with the considerable mission con- future. 
nected with it. thore 
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spond toit. Prayef was also asked for the | of doctrine we place the absolute authority 
health of missionaries during the trying of Holy Scripturé.’ We maintain the in- 
summer monthe. tegrity of God's inspired Word ; we believe 
Mr. Hadson Taylor dwelt on the wide | that its authors were “moved by the Holy 
openings and the need of woman's work in | Ghost” to write what they wrote, each in 
(hina, and mentioned instances of its usefal-' his own style, but each in fullest truth. 
ness and success. We hold “that the Holy Scriptures contain 
The cbjects of the Union may be stated. | sufficiently all doctrine required of necessity 
They are: (1) to remember the women of | for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus - 
(hina; and those working among them, in | Christ.” We accept no ‘gadition foreign 
prayer every day ; (2) to seek to prygered pare or repugnant to Holy Scripture; an! 
others in the spiritual condition of the whilst we do not undervalue the aid of man 
women of China ; (3) to seek special guid- | for the understanding and unfolding of God's 
ance as to the way each may personally help Word, whether of ancient or modern exposi- 
as well as pray for the women of China. tion, we always place the Bible above the 
Cards of membership of the Union can be Church. (2) We trace the spiritual life in 
hat on application <to—Miss E. Boyd, 5, the soul of man, not to a sacramental origin, 
Aldridge Road Villas, London, w. We but to the one prime source of all life in the 
hope many of our lady readers will join eternal redeeming love of God in Christ. 
it, and thus be led to take a deeper per- We say that the initial of spiritual life is 
sonal interest in China and its teeming due, not to the efficacy of ordinances, bat im- 
millions. | mediately and exclusively to God's sovereign 
“ONE TUN” RAGGED SCHOOL. ‘will and grace. “Of his own will begat He ve 
The Earl of Shaftesbury presided at the us with the word of truth” (James i. 18). © ~~ 
twenty-sixth annual meeting and distribution | (3) A third feature, which should mark true 
of prizes in connection with the “One Tun” | Evangelical teaching, is the message of a full, 
Ragged School, at the Rooms of the Institute, | free, finished justification, through the blood 
Old Pye Street, We-tminster. The report! and righteousness of Christ, to every true 
showed that forty young persons received | penitent and believing heart. (4) Next in 
prizes for keeping their respective situations | order comes the need of clear, distinctive 
for twelve months. Two hundred children | teaching as to the person and work of the 
were now in the school ; sixty were now in| Holy Ghost in the regeneration of. the avul. 
situations ; end the Band of Hope was 300! (5) One subject remains, and with this I wil! 
strong. As many as 600 lads had passed | conclude. No Evangelical teaching can be 
through the institute. Financially, the | considered complete in which the doctrine of 
institute was in the position not only of! the second advent and kingdom of our 
not having sufficient money to pay the! blessed Lord does not find a pervading 
expenses of the current month, but was also’ presence. With us this great and solemn 


| | | 
heleved. was implanted in 
of the children trained in that 
The Right Hon. W. H. Smith, 
Hudeon Taylor taking the chair. u.P., Profesor Leone Levi, Dr. Sinclair- 
The 
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The last report of these schools states that 
there are 761 children on the books of the 
Sunday and week-evening schools, During 
the winter Sunday evenings 200 are fre- 
quently sent away for want of room. The 
the 


OUR SAILORS. 

A most interesting and hearty service was 
-held at Commercial Road Chapel in con- 
nection with the thirty-seventh anniversary 
of the Seamen's Christian Friend Society. 
The large chapel was well filled, and a 
great many seamen were present. A suitable 
and powerful sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Archibald G. Brown, of the East 
London Tabernacle. Taking the words of 
Acts xxvii. 25 for his text;’Mr. Brown re- 
garded them, first, as indicating the best 
creed for a stormy night at sea, and, 
secondly, as being the Christian's con- 
fession. on the deck of a foundering ship. 
At the close-of his serman Mr. Brown spoke 
highly of the society's work. A number of 
Christian seamen, who had marched from 
the Seamen’s Chapel and Weleome Home in 
St. George Street, returned as they came, sing- 
ing the praises of God through the streets, 

GLASGOW LITTLE EMIGRANTS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Quarrier have left Glasgow 
with a perty of children for Canada. At a 
meeting held on June 6, Mr. Quarrier stated 
that all the wants of the children had, by 
the goodness of the Lord, beew met. One 
gentleman has promised to contribute £1,500 
for building another Home for training child- 
ren for Canada to take the place of the | 
Homes in the Govan Road. Two more 
Homes are required. Since sending out 
ninety-eight children in March, nearly as 


account of those already placed in 
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reply, the Archbishop said that 
the word “condescension,” which had been 
applied to his coming amongst them so often, 
was quite out of place. If they had been on 
the footing of condescension, they would not 
have got on so well as they had. He had 


as a man amongst men. He had never 
sought either to flatter them, but had always 
found them appreciate bold aud straight- 
forward utterance. These words are worthy 
of notice by all who desire to reach the 
masses ; when properly approached, they are 
far more accessible to Gospel influences than 
many suppose. 

No sadder or more appalling calamity has 
befallen this country for many a year than that 
by which nearly 200 children were suddenly 
deprived of life at Sunderland on a recent 
Saturday (June 16). The many bereaved 
households will have the ‘leepest sympathy 
of the nation, not to say of the whole civilized 
world, We pray that in the time of their 
distress they may be able to cast themselves 
upon the God of all grace and consolation, 
and that out of this inexpressible and almost 
unparalleled source of sorrow there may arise 
such salutary influences as shall be to the 
good of man and the glory of Him who is 
“out of evil still educing good.” | 

Tue JMethodist Recorder says: We have 
just received the last of the returns-——namely, 
from South Wales, the annual meeting of 
which district is being held this week. The 
reported numbers we subjoin, and we are 
thus able to publish the general totals, as far 
as they have reached us, from the whole of 


| the districts, The resulte, we have reason to 


© 
~ 


duty 2, EVANGBLICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
fact will mot be merely the subject of | many had been rescued to fill their places. 
Advent, to be laid aside for the rest of the Mr. Kelly and Miss 
Chureh’s year, but « present, vitalizing power 
im all our teaching and inner life. | 
LONDON WEPHALISTS CLUB. | 
Under this tithe an organization has been | 
formed with the view of enabling young men | 
who engage in athletic recreations to do so | 
without being exposed to temptations to) 
drink. As most of the clubs having similar the 
objecta meet at public-houses, it will be re 
understood that such a society as that newly | 
formed has a definite and important mission 
to perform. | 
, KING EDWARD RAGGED SCHOOLS. sented the Archbishop of York with a hand- 
some cabinet of cutlery, mounted in silver, 
as a mark of their regard for him and his 
efforts on their behalf. It was presented at 
a crowded meeting held in the Sheffield 
_ Albert Hall during the past month. In his 
mission services for adults and Band of | 
Hope especially. Prizes were gained this 
year by 58 scholars for good conduct in their | 
situations, 
mever had a thought of the kind, but came 


and in such a way as 
clueely t© the official numbers, which can | could scarcely have been contemplated ; and 
only be fully ascertained at the ensuing Con- | now the Memorial Hospital stands in the 
ference. South Wales District: Members ia | open space between the Conference Hall 
pociety, 4,518; increase, 17; om trial, 770; | and Newington Green. It is a handsome 
deaths, 106 ; new members as far as reported, | structure—we may say, the only handsome 
693 ; in junior society classes, 482. General | building of which Mildmay can boast. No 
totals: Members in society, 407,085 ; in- | expense seems to have been in making 
crease, 13,405; on trial, 34,986; deaths, | it thoroughly complete. . All that experience 
5,081; mew members as far as reported, | has proved to be of value in the erection of 
68,707; im janior society classes, 36,219. | a hospital has been considered. The build- 
Deduct decrease, 74. Last year, members in | ing faces the south, stands upon a consider- 
society, 393,754. Net increase, 13,331. | able depth of gravel, and, being away from 
Candidates for the ministry : 57, not including | the main thoroughfare, is free from the 
Liverpool.” weary noise of constant traffic. - In the 
Some time ago a lady came forward and | interior of the hospital every appliance for 
offered to build a new Cottage Hospital as a | reducing labour and furthering comfort is to 
memorial of a beloved son. The promise | be found. 

Monthly Missions. 
INDIA. 


The Missionary Conference of Calcutta adopted a resolution having reference to the 
vastness of the work which remains to be performed before India can be won for Christ, and 
making an earnest appeal to the churches in Europe and America for more missionaries, 
both men and women. Since the adjournment of the Conference, the Secretaries of that 
body—the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell and G. H. Rouse—have transmitted this resolation, 
calling attention to certain facts which give force to the appeal. Among these facts are the 
following : That the population of India is 250,000,000—five times that of the United 
States ; that 190,000,000 of these are Hindus, whose gods are incarnations of wickedness 
and lust ; that 50,000,000 are Mohammedane—a larger number than own the sway of the 
Sultan ; that the English language is spreading at such a rapid rate in India, that the people are 
readily accessible to evangelistic effort in English ; that the vastness and variety of the tield afford 
scope for the greatest variety of talent, and for an unlimited number of workers ; and that 
the progress of the last decade confirma the hope of ultimate success, The appeal is an urgent 
one. Who will hear it and respond in person? How many will respond by an increase in 
gifts for the evangelization of India ? 

The Missionary Herald (Boston) contains-an interesting letter from Mr. Harding, of 

He writes: ‘‘One reason why we have both improved in health is, doubtless, 
the inspiration that comes from our work. The church at Watwad is very dear to us, and 
it is a great joy to labour in that region. The Christians are all hitherto from the Mang 
caste, and some of them before their conversion were notoriously wicked. Of course the 
change of conduct is very marked. It is most interesting to watch the effect of this new 
element in a Hindu village. The officials in this native state are generally very corrupt. 
Bribery and extortion are openly practised, and sume who are now Christians used to be 
helpers or accomplices with these officials. I¢ is frequently very awkward and inconvenient 
to have these honest men about. The presence of an upright man, even though he be of 
the lowest caste, is a restraint and a moral help to the whole village. The Christians are 
rapidly gaining the respect of all classes. With their honest principles and habits, they 
begin to see that they must have other employments, and I spent considerable time on a 
recent tour in advising with them about what could be done. The result was that four or 
five families are to begin at once the work of farming on an independent footing, and several 
have already begun the work of sheep-raising.. This is the beginning, and if these succeed, 
others will follow in their track, All this seems to me but the natural outgrowth of a 
changed moral nature.” ; 
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_ A young Danish Count, Carl Von Moltke, travelling in Santalistan, and visiting the 
independent missionary station at Ebenezer (Indian Home Mission Society), was so struck 
by the manifest importance and efficiency of the work done there, that 
devote his whole energy to it. He has, accordingly, undertaken the direction of the station, 
which was made vacant by the death of Dr. Arendrop. It is a little remarkable that Dr. 


and rudeness; but many of the Chinese women show signs of intelligent interest in what 
see and hear, and a few appear to be specially interested in 
Dr. Porter, of Shantung, describes the 


for 

with her brother at Pang-chia-chuang, alludes to some matters in 
connection with woman's work : “The children of the girls’ school I hear of as praying in 
their homes, ing to join in idolatrous rites; and some of their mothers and grand- 
mothers, who most bitterly opposed their little girls coming to us at the first, now come with 
them to the Sabbath services. The influence does not stop even there. Wherever I go, the 
Christian women ask about the progress of the pupils, and are stirred to some desire to have 


children, while the men are listening to preaching in another room on the same premises. 
A walk through our village street, instead of being something to dread, as a walk in Peking 
always was, may be really enjoyed. Every woman returns a greeting with a friendly word. 
The farmers turn out or stop their heavy carts to let us pass, or stand guard over some 
savage dog to relieve our fears ; and children, some of whom we do not know, surprise us by 
singing a strain of a Sunday-school hymn, by way of introduction, then perbaps follow us, 
_ hoping for a word or a smile,—while some of my little girls are almost sure to appear, to 
act as a small body guard before we can get very far. Of course these things we ‘only find at 
our home in Pang-chia-chuang, but all along the country roads, as my chair passes, I hear, 
‘That is the lady doctrine-teacher ;’ and scarcely in all these months have I heard added a 
word of insult or even a discourteous epithet.” 

Mr. George King, of the China Inland Mission, has written an earnest appeal on the 
subject of overtaking the present generation of the Chinese. He says: ‘‘To preach the 
Gospel to this generation is neither impracticable nor impossible. The body of missionaries 
met in conference at Shanghai, in their appeal for more labourers, said: ‘ We want China 
emancipated from the thraldom of sin and Satan in this generation. It is possible.’” 
Fifteen hundred young and earnest missionaries sent to China would not be any loss to the 
home church. It is to be feared that more young men and women are lost from the church 
annually through backsliding, often traceable to a lack of Christian work to engage their 
hearts and energies, than would suffice to carry the Gospel through the length and breadth 
of this and other heathen lands. 

AFRICA. 

_ Speaking of King Leopold 1, of Belgium, Mrs. Grattan Guinness says, in an interesting 

_ paper: “ To secure, as far as it may lie in his power, the present and fature well-being of 


CHINA. 

The Rev. L. N. Wheeler, p.p., and the Rev. Spencer Lewis, with their families, 
representing the American Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society, have made a hopeful 
beginning of their work in the great city of Chung King, Ssechuen province. Early in the 
month of March valuable premises, which are to serve as the future head-quarters of the 
mission in West China, were purchased at 2 moderate figure, without opposition from the 
people or from the magistrate. Mrs. Wheeler and Mrs. Lewis, with Miss Francis I. Wheeler, 
of the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society, are kept busy receiving callers. Crowds of 
women, Catholics, Mohammedans, Buddhists, ete., come to see the foreign ladies, The 
prevailing sentiment seems to be curiosity, and sometimes there is an exhibition of valgarity 
by ignorant old women, full of the strangest notions and superstitions, who treat their 
patients in really barbarous ways. Among the instances he gives of their attempts to beal, 
is the treatment of a child, three days old, suffering from convulsions, by thrusting a red-hot 
of our neighbours, not a member of the church, came to us with the request that we would 
hold a meeting at his house for persons who did not like to go to the chapel or come to our 
house. 
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dhe pew world of Gentral Africa, seeme to be the ome great object of hie life. With no 


selfish or personal object. with no view to annexation of territory, or to commercial profite 
for Belgium, from no other motive than the highest and purest philanthropy, this noble 
monarch is spending £80,000 a year from bis own own private purse for the benefit of Africa. 


impediments to a Inerative commerce between Earope and Central Africa, in order that_when 
they are removed he may be in « position to hand over the advantages he has secured to a 
large international commercial association, which shall condact trade with Africa on 
righteous principles. He wants to save Central Africa from the dreadful fate of the 
Portagnese colonies, both cast and west; to secure the weak against the tyranny of the 
strong ; and to protect the helpless against the demoralization which 
always inflicts on savage nations.” 
JAPAN. 

We learn that the American Board has recently received a legacy of 500 dollars by 
the will of Mrs. Sarah B. Fisher, late of Westborough, Mass, who made this donation, as 
she expresses it in her will, “having « desire to Wo all I can for the canse of Christ.” 
This bequest calls to mind again a remarkable incident in missionary history. Mrs. Fisher 
was one of the original members of a circle formed, fifty-five years ago, at Brookline, Mass., 
which had for its object the evangelization of Japan. More than forty years before the 
American Board sent its first labourer to Japan, while that empire was absolutely closed 
against foreigners, and when almost nothing wa# known concerning its condition or its 
people, this company of godly women met regularly to labour and pray for that distant 
land. They laid aside their gifte for a mission for more than a generation before it was 
begun. Many have wondere’ how it happened that such a deep interest in a country so 
entirely isolated from the civilized world should have been awakened in the minds of the 
members of that sewing-cirele. It is said that a curiously wrought Japanese basket, on the 
table of the Christian merchant at whose house they met, waa the occasion of their choosing 
this particular cbject for their gifts and prayers. But how many have seen rare and 
beautiful articles brought from distant and pagan lands, and yet have been moved to 
pray and toil for the people of thore lands! These Ubristian hearts saw behind that 
basket the hands that made it, and though they knew co little about the dwellers in that 
mysterious island, they knew this much—that they needed the light of the Gospel. What 
though the doors were closed and barred, and the Japanese put a price on the head of any 
one who shoul be suspected of harbouring a Christian,— these women believed that this 
people were vet to be evangelized. “Was not Japan one of those uttermost parts of the 
earth which were given to Christ for a possession?” And so they brought their gifts and. 
offered their prayers for the Japan Mission, Wien as yet there was not ote ray of light 
except from God's Word. It was the instinct of Christian love which guided them—the 
same holy impulse, wiser than the wisdom of men, which led to the breaking of the 
alabaster box at the Saviour’s feet. 

From the Christian Intelligencer we get the news of a revival in Japan. A letter from 
the Rev. J. H. Ballagh, dated Yokohama, has been received. He writes: “We have been 


_ too busy with attendance on meetings and attention to demands of the work to write 


anything about it. It bas been a continual revival since the Week of Prayer. The work 
commenced in the hearts of a few of God’s own children in the precious experience of the 
Lord Jesus as a complete Saviour. This increased in more hearts, and then numbers were 
brought to Christ, of seamen, mostly of the English and American men-of-war in the 
harbour. Many precious souls were saved. This extended to one or two of the native 
pastors, notably to our own beloved brother, Inagaki, and through him to others, till a 
work of revival, such as we have never known, has now commenced. It has extended to 
Tokio, and is beginning in places more remote. United prayer, frequent union services for 
prayer, and special prayer of a few consecrated hearts are the human instruinentalities. 


| wealth, not to the aggrandisement of his own country or of his own name, bat to the elevation 
and protection of the helpless. All the work being now carried on by Mr. Stanley on the 
Congo is at the King’s expense, to aay nothing of his operations in other parts of Africa. Tis 
| 
| 
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4 upon His servants, His people, and fleeh. Very earvest prayer has been and is. 
r-i made. Several days of fasting and prayer have been observed by a few of God's people, 
and marked results bave followed. The preaching in the Foreign Union Charch has been 
done entirely by Yokohama brethren, and never have we bad such direct and evidently 
inspired preaching. A great deal of prayer precedes every sermon. We are hopefal that 
the greatest resalts are to follow the present conference, not in increase of knowledge sv 
much as of grace. Brethren, pray for us!” 
‘ Dr. Maclay writes as follows: * The attitude of the Japanese Government with reyani 
to the work of Christian missions is, perhaps, as favourable to us and our work as could be 
expected. Baddhiem is yet too powerful to be overlooked by the Japanese Government in 
its administration concerning religious questions, and all that can rationally be expecte| of 
the Government is the position of neutrality with regard to religions matters, whic! it has 
somewhat Fecently assumed. The prestige of Christianity is so great and its connectiva with 
the civilization now eagerly sought for by the people of Japan is so intimate and apparent, 
that the Buddhists are quite satisfied to find that the Government does not actaally proclaim 
Christianity to be the religion of the empire, while Christian missionaries, seeing the im- 
mense resources of Baddhism and its vast influence over the masses of the Japanese, recog- 
nize at onee that, under existing circumstances, neutrality is all that cam be hoped for from 
the Government of the country. And, indeed, this is, afterall, the true policy for a govern- 
ment in regatd to this vital subject. Christianity is not propagated by edicts of govern- 
ments, but chiefly through the faithfal preaching of ite advocates and the holy lives of those 
who follow its teachings. So it is in all lands, and so it is and will be im Japan. The 
work of our mission is going forward encouragingly. We see on all sides the most con- 
vineing evidences that the doctrines of Christianity are spreading rapidly among the 
Japavese. I suppose there are not many persons now in Japan to whom 
Jesus is utterly a strange and unmeaning sound. To bow many it is a word that 
comfort and hope and jey I cannot say with any degree of certainty, but I have 
reason to believe that in most of the principal cities, and over most areas of the territory 
there are to be found some trusting, rejoicing hearts tc which the Name ‘that 
every name’ is truly precious; while throughout the entire country there are 
have not either from the lipe of the Christian preacher or from the printed page obtained 
at least some knowledge of the great salvation and of Him who is the Savi 
have recently purchased for our mission a very eligibly situated plat of 
capital of Japan; and are hoping to make it an importantpoint in the operations of 
mission, ur school, which we hope will develop into a college for the youth of Japan, 
will be removed to the new site during the coming summer; and we desire very much to 
connect a medical class with the school as soon as suitable arrangements to that effect can be 


work of grace going on among the Japanese in Yokohama. I have not seen such an interest 
in religious matters since I arrived in Japan ten years ago. It is more like the blessed re- 
vivals witnessed in the States than anything I have been permitted to see in the far East.” 

Writing to the missionary secretaries on April 2, Dr. Maclay says: “ The revival is 
still going forward in Yokohama. Mr. Davisson has thirty-eight oe aoe 
Mach interest has also been manifested at Nagasaki.” 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 231 
The good fruits are manifest in a higher standard of Christian life, love of the Word, 
Obristian unity, and love for souls. Mauy of the meetings for prayer have extended over 
three hours, and with difficulty were brought to a close. We held our meeting of the 
Eastern Classis on the 3rd inst. Twelve churches were represented. The business, 
including oral reports of the state of religion, acoompanied with prayer and praise, war 
completed that day by helding a night session. A prayer and praise meeting was 
appointed for the following morning. It lasted from 9 to 12 am, and was a most 
wonderful meeting for Seriptare exposition, agonizing prayer, and encouraging reports. 
Seventy-seven additions had been made in the past six moaths—tweaty-five of theese to the 
Yokohama Chureh alone; and there are twenty-three applicants for baptism. Very 
varnest prayers were «ffered for their own pastors and for their /oreige missionary brethren. 
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promising, Justat - and all during the past winter there has been and is a very precious 


fg - sa 


partial freedom obtained by 

and many precious lives, but the results have 
bject race, with honour and life exposed to the 
developed the character of freemen, honestly 
Though never mixing in political 

to have a share in moulding the 

others to seek a prosperity 

present outlook of the 


& cringing, sua 


many of them ha 


nation. 


being 


oppréssors, 


young 


and many of 
give them as good a 


schools 


by 


| 
| 
i 
| 
555. here are now stations in 
Constantinople, Philippopolis, Samokov, 
the Bulgarians has cost them much desolati 
been important. From 
and nobly striving for the elevation of ; 
matters, it has been the high privilege of 
character of some of the national leaders, and 
resting on foundations brought to view in 
mission work is most encouraging. Some primary education are exerting 
a positive influence for good. In three institutions of a higher order, hundreds of | 
men and women have gathered from all the regions occupied J B 
these graduates are now in the most influential circles. These os ee 


yey We 


than 


people as the higher institutions in America 

of the Holy Spirit has been almost constantly 

the Week of Prayer; this year, His special work has 
given | 


BVANGELICAL Cl 
k among their own 
on his work 
special 
utter want 
very 
wear one 
the 
these do we 
brethren, to 
‘all my 
y ground for 
of modern 
; more 
and had 
Fifty 
supporting missionaries, £100,000—with what results? We found at 


found, moreover, a population, not of slaves, but of freedmen, of whom 30,000 were members 
in our churches, while 20,000 more had already gone home to God. The material results, 
therefore, more than repaid all we had spent, and God gave us the souls besides |" 


£40,000 more than all the money we had spent there from the 
The money value of what we found was nearly one-half more 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


The Council have the pleasure to notify that the dates fixed for the Annual Conference 
at Norwich are the 16th, 17th, and 18th of October next, The Programme of Arrange- 


ments, and the subjects settled for addresses, etc., will be given next month. 
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The usual monthly meeting of the Council é » 

was held on Thursday, June 7; Donald 

Matheson, Esq., presiding. The Scriptures 

were read by the Chairman, and prayer was 

offered by the Rev. J. 8. Russell. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following persons were unanimously 

admitted to membership :— 

Mrs. May, 

Albert Head, Eeq., Richmond. | 


os to the order of either of ‘the Secretaries 


, C.B,, and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


Remittances may be made 
Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 


lad 


ANC 
| 


